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fered with the natural flow of trade, and made nations hostile
to each other ; they advocated peace at almost any price because
armies and navies meant high taxation, which took away money
that might have been invested in business which would bring
increased prosperity to all.1 And they argued that " enlight-
ened self-interest)J would convince employers that it was to
their own advantage to pay wages high enough to feed, house,
and clothe their employees properly.
This point of view was attacked by many of the notable
writers of the period. Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) declared
that the Chartist agitation was putting a grave question to rulers :
What are you going to do about the condition of the workers ?
If England could not find a satisfactory answer, she \vould
come to ruin. His Past and Present (1843) contrasted modern
industrial England with the England of the Middle Ages—
much to the advantage of the latter. CarlyleJs writings had
great influence on John Ruskin (1819-1900). Originally a
writer on art, he later turned his attention to social and economic
problems, denouncing the ugliness of the industrial system and
its evil effects on the body and soul of man. Disraeli wrote
novels (especially Coningsby and Sybil) to suggest that the best
hope for the evils of the day was what he called " Young
England "—for the younger members of the aristocracy to lead
the poor, and overthrow the parliamentary power of the middle
class. Charles Kingsley wrote pamphlets and novels setting
forth the ideals of what we may call " Practical Christianity "
(N2i6). But perhaps the most influential of all was Charles
Dickens (1812-1870). In Oliver Twist (1838) he showed to
his tens of thousands of readers what the new workhouses
(§ 283) really meant to those who had to live in them ; and in
Hard Times (1854) he depicted the evil results of Laissez Faire.
1 It was Cobden who arranged the Commercial Treaty with France in
1861 (§ 204)—a good example of both these aims.

